
The Garden Nerd Watering Guide

Feeder Roots / Active Root Zone Feeder Roots / Active Root Zone

Garden hose version:
Set your hose on the ground a few feet

outside the canopy — that’s where the roots
actually drink. Let it run low and slow for a
few hours so the water can soak deep, then

move the hose to the next spot.

Soaker hose version:
Lay your soaker hose in a ring a few feet

outside the canopy. Let it run for a few hours
at a higher flow so it really saturates the soil,
and shift it if you need to cover more of the

root zone.

Trees in Phoenix thrive when they’re watered slowly and deeply rather than with frequent surface sprays. Water in a
ring a few feet beyond the canopy dripline—where most feeder roots are—and soak the soil to around 24–48 inches.
Check moisture with a soil probe or screwdriver and wait to re-water until the soil dries; deep, infrequent watering

builds stronger, more drought-tolerant roots and prevents over-watering. As trees mature and seasons change, move
emitters outward and reduce how often you irrigate. Adding a 3–4-inch layer of mulch helps hold moisture, and

watering in the early morning or evening minimizes evaporation.
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